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Introduction   

Welcome to Early Childhood: Observation & Assessment, an interactive distance learning course which explores observation and assessment instruments, as well as recommended practices and available resources for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers.  Content includes an emphasis on observing young children and assessing their early childhood learning environments.  

This computer-based instruction course is a self-supporting program that provides instruction, structured practice, and evaluation all on your home or school computer.  Technical support information can be found  in the Help section of your course. 
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Academic Integrity Statement
The structure and format of most distance-learning courses presume a high level of personal and academic integrity in completion and submission of coursework. Individuals enrolled in a distance-learning course are expected to adhere to the following standards of academic conduct.
Academic Work 

Academic work submitted by the individual (such as papers, assignments, reports, tests) shall be the student’s own work or appropriately attributed, in part or in whole, to its correct source. Submission of commercially prepared (or group prepared) materials as if they are one’s own work is unacceptable.

Aiding Honesty in Others

The individual will encourage honesty in others by refraining from providing materials or information to another person with knowledge that these materials or information will be used improperly.
Violations of these academic standards will result in the assignment of a failing grade and subsequent loss of credit for the course.
Level of Application
This course is designed as one part of a five-part series on early childhood education.  Upon completion of all five courses, you will have covered all of the CDA Competencies to prepare you to take the CDA exam (applicable in certain states).  This course specifically covers CDA Competencies 1-9, 12, and 13 (Check your individual state requirements), which all relate to the establishment of well-run, purposeful programs for young children that are responsive to individual needs and advance the development of the whole child.  This course is designed for anyone planning programs for young children--child-care providers, early childhood educators, and health care or social services providers, to name a few.
Expected Learning Outcomes:

As a result of this course, participants will demonstrate their ability to:
· Become aware of your own biases to become skilled in objective observation. 

· Describe the cycle and functions of observation and assessment in early childhood settings.   

· Learn best practices for observing and assessing the development of young children.

· Identify a variety of observation recording tools for developmental screening and program assessment.

· Learn advantages and disadvantages of each tool and guidelines for choosing the most appropriate choice for different goals.

· Understand how to summarize and interpret observation data to assess children and programs.

· Apply observation data to planning for individual children and programs.

· Develop formats for documenting, sharing and explaining observation and assessment practices and information to parents and colleagues.

· Design a personal strategy for gathering information and keeping records in a specific early childhood setting.   

Course Description
This course is designed to help educators, para-professionals and child caregivers observe and assess various aspects of children’s development and programs.  Participants will learn the components necessary for strong observation skills, such as self-awareness, objectivity, confidentiality and ethical guidelines. Web links to videos and other observation and assessment resources will be included.
The course will then discuss various types of observation and recording tools, as well as the advantages and disadvantages associated with each.  Students will learn how to set goals, plan, and choose the best instrument for specific situations.  Included will be tools for assessing environments, programming, and child-staff interactions.  The why, when, where, what and how of conducting appropriate observations and authentic assessments will be covered.

Participants will gain techniques for organizing, analyzing and interpreting observation data.  This course will teach how to apply assessment information to improve program quality and to best meet the needs of individual children.

Students will discuss proper methods for displaying observations and sharing assessments.  Included will be portfolio development and other documentation methods that make children’s experiences visible.  The course will then show ways to communicate observation and assessment information to parents and other appropriate adults. Finally, students will apply course concepts by creating an observation and assessment plan for their own classroom environment. 
Student Expectations
As a student, you will be expected to:

· Complete all information chapters covering Observation & Assessment, showing a competent understanding of the material presented. 

· Complete all chapter exams covering Observation & Assessment, showing a competent understanding of the material presented.

· Complete a review of any chapter on which your examination score was below 70%.

· Retake any examination, after completing an information review, to increase that examination score to a minimum of 70% (maximum of three attempts). *Please note: Minimum exam score requirements may vary by college or university; therefore, you should refer to your course addendum to determine what your minimum exam score requirements are.
· Complete all course journal article and essay writing assignments with the minimum word count shown for each writing assignment.

· Complete a course evaluation form at the end of the course. 

Course Topics
General Overview of Chapters One through Four Topics: 
1) Introduction to Observation & Assessment: What and Why?
2) Definitions, History & Trends in Early Childhood Assessment
3) Personal Ethical & Legal Guidelines: Best Practices
4) Observing & Recording Tools: Using & Choosing
5) Authentic Assessment of Children & Environments
6) Interpreting for Meaning: Analyzing & Applying Data
7) Documentations & Communication: Showing & Sharing
8) Course Summary and Conclusion
Examinations
At the end of each course chapter, you will be expected to complete an examination designed to assess your knowledge. You may take these exams a total of three times. Your last score will save, not the highest score. After your third attempt, each examination will lock and not allow further access.  The average from your exam scores will be printed on your certificate.  However, this is not your final grade since your required writing assignments have not been reviewed.  Exceptionally written or poorly written required writing assignments, or violation of the academic integrity policy in the course syllabus, will affect your grade.  As this is a self-paced computerized instruction program, you may review course information as often as necessary.  You will not be able to exit any examinations until you have answered all questions. If you try to exit the exam before you complete all questions, your information will be lost. You are expected to complete the entire exam in one sitting.
Writing Assignments

ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE CRITICALLY REVIEWED AND WILL IMPACT YOUR FINAL GRADE.  Exceptionally or poorly written assignments, or violation of the ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY outlined in this syllabus, will affect your grade. Fifty percent of your grade is determined by your writing assignments, and your overall exam score determines the other fifty percent.  Refer to the Essay Grading Guidelines which were sent as an attachment with your original course link or if you have one of the tablet compatible courses, you will also be able to find the Essay Grading Guidelines under the Required Essays screen within your course.

You should also refer to the Course Syllabus Addendum, which was also sent as an attachment with your original course link, to determine if you have any writing assignments in addition to the Critical Thinking Questions (CTQ) and Journal Article Summations (JAS).  If you do, the Essay Grading Guidelines will also apply.
1) Critical Thinking Questions

There are four CTQs that you are required to complete. You must write a minimum of 500 words (maximum 1,000) per essay. You must explain how the information that you gained from the course will be applied and clearly convey a strong understanding of the course content as it relates to each CTQ.   Outside research (properly cited), related to course content and the corresponding CTQ is highly recommended along with personal interjections and experiences. To view the questions, click on REQUIRED ESSAY and choose the CTQ that you are ready to complete; this will bring up a screen where you may enter your essay.  Prior to course submission, you may go back at any point to edit your essay, but you must be certain to click SAVE once you are done with your edits. 

You must click SAVE before you write another essay or move on to another part of the course.

2)
Journal Article Summations
You are required to write, in your own words, a summary on a total of three peer-reviewed or scholarly journal articles (one article per summation), written by an author with a Ph.D. on topics related to this course (blogs, abstracts, news articles or similar are not acceptable).  You may choose your topics by entering any of the Key Words (click on the Key Words button) or any other words that pertain to the course, into a search engine of your choice (Bing, Google, Yahoo, etc.).  Choose a total of three relevant articles and write a thorough summary of the information presented in each article (you must write a minimum of 200 words with a 400 word maximum per JAS). Be sure to provide the URL or the journal name, volume, date, and any other critical information to allow the instructor to access and review that article.  Please note, the citation of your article will not count towards meeting your minimum word count.
To write your summary, click on REQUIRED ESSAYS and choose the JAS that you would like to complete. A writing program will automatically launch where you can write your summary. When you are ready to stop, click SAVE.  Prior to course submission you may go back at any point to edit your summaries but you must be certain to click SAVE once you are done with your edits. For more information on the features of this assignment, please consult the HELP menu.

You must click SAVE before you write another summary or move on to another part of the course.
Facilitator Description

Early Childhood: Observation & Assessment has been developed by Darcie Donegan, MA/Ed., the instructor of record.. Darcie received her BA at the University of Washington and her Master’s degree from Pacific Oaks College in Human Development, specializing in Early Childhood Education and Adult Education. She has worked with young children and their caregivers for more than 30 years in various capacities, including preschool teacher, center director, parent educator, trainer, and consultant.  Darcie has been adjunct faculty in ECE and Parent Education at Whatcom Community College for 20 years, and is also a Washington State Department of Early Learning trainer in executive functioning, an author of the Parenting Preschoolers modules for Washington State’s Organization of Parent Education Programs  (OPEP) and the revised STARS Child Care Basics 30 hour course.  She has also worked as an international consultant with the Soros Foundation, teaching in many countries.  Areas of special interest include infants and toddlers, preventing child abuse, child development, observation and assessment, social-emotional development, brain development, child care, and parenting. Darcie is the mother of three children (teenage twins and a recent college grad), owner of two dogs, and has been married to a lawyer for over 20 years. In addition to writing this course, Darcie is the author of another course in this Early Childhood series called Early Childhood: Observation & Assessment. Please contact Professor Donegan if you have course content or examination questions.
Instructor Description

Dr. Marrea Winnega, is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist with 20 years of experience in the field of Autism Spectrum Disorders. Currently, she is an Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychology in the University of Illinois at Chicago Department of Psychiatry.  She consults for schools and agencies serving individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders, including Asperger’s Disorder. She has also conducted numerous workshops, in-services, and trainings throughout the United States.  Please contact Professor Donegan if you have course content or examination questions.
Contacting the Facilitator
You may contact the facilitator by emailing Professor Donegan at darcie_donegan@virtualeduc.com or calling her at 509-891-7219, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. PST. Phone messages will be answered within 24 hours. Phone conferences will be limited to ten minutes per student, per day, given that this is a self-paced instructional program. Please do not contact the instructor about technical problems, course glitches or other issues that involve the operation of the course.

Technical Questions

If you have questions or problems related to the operation of this course, please try everything twice. If the problem persists please check our support pages for FAQs and known issues at www.virtualeduc.com and also the Help section of your course.
If you need personal assistance then email support@virtualeduc.com or call (509) 891-7219.  When contacting technical support, please know your course version number (it is located at the bottom left side of the Welcome Screen) and your operating system, and be seated in front of the computer at the time of your call.  

Minimum Computer Requirements

Please refer to VESi’s website: www.virtualeduc.com or contact VESi if you have further questions about the compatibility of your operating system.
Refer to the addendum regarding Grading Criteria, Course Completion Information, Items to be Submitted and how to submit your completed information. The addendum will also note any additional course assignments that you may be required to complete that are not listed in this syllabus.
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The following are websites, videos, and links to articles or reports related to early childhood observation and assessment and related issues (in alphabetical order):

http://developingchild.harvard.edu/topics/science_of_early_childhood/
http://www.qrisnetwork.org/sites/all/files/resources/gscobb/2012-05-28%2008:04/WebsitesforQRIS.pdf
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/ehsnrc/cde/saeo
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/eecd/assessment/ongoing%20assessment/edudev_art_00201_072505.html
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/eecd/Assessment
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/eecd/assessment/screening/screeningandass.htm
http://ers.fpg.unc.edu/
http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/negp/reports/prinrec.pdf
http://nieer.org/
http://people.ucalgary.ca/~mbdurieu/ChildDevelopmentTop20Websites.pdf
http://rec.ohiorc.org/orc_documents/orc/recv2/briefs/pdf/0012.pdf
http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/public/etd-15516149741201/shj.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/resource/the-quality-rating-and-improvement-system-qris-evaluation-toolkit
http://www.cde.state.co.us/resultsmatter/download/TrainerMaterials/TrainersGuide_ObservationTheHeartOfAssessment_6-18-09.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/resultsmatter/RMVideoSeries_PracticingObservation.htm#top  

http://www.centerforresilientchildren.org/
http://www.center-school.org/ocdel/online/documents/HANDOUT-2-How-Ongoing-Assessment.pdf
http://www.childcareexchange.com/library/5011250.pdf
http://www.childcareresourcesinc.org/publications-and-multimedia/tip-sheets/tip-sheets-for-child-care-professionals/
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/cc/provider_training_development/intro_page/publications/competencies/chapters_individually/05.pdf
http://www.ets.org/Media/Research/pdf/PIC-PRE-K.pdf
http://www.gillettechildrens.org/fileupload/vol18no2.pdf
http://www.healthunit.org/professionals/redflags/Red-Flags-Guide.pdf
http://www.highscope.org/Content.asp?ContentId=2
http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/pubdocs/assessment_print.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/CAPEexpand.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/research/Assessment_Systems.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/yc/file/200401/shillady.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/resources/research/kreadinessassessment
http://www.naeyc.org/yc/columns/focusonethics/response-standardized-testing-kindergarten
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12446&page=145
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/earlychildhood/articles/assessing.html
http://www.pgss.k12.nd.us/power_points/Early_Childhood_%20Authentic_Assessment_training_module.pdf
http://www.qrisnetwork.org
http://www.slideshare.net/Xiaoyulu/portfolio-assessment
http://www.teacherscollegepress.com/early_childhood_observation.html
http://www.teachingstrategies.com/page/GOLD-assessment-online.cfm
http://teachingstrategies.com/assessment/
http://www.teachstone.org/about-the-class/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RyQpNhaWz0c
http://www.zerotothree.org/public-policy/state-community-policy/nitcci/multidisciplinary-consultant-module-2.pdf
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