
 

Surface 
Culture

 

 
Culture is much more than what’s on the surface—it is much deeper and 
more significant than those things that are easy to see, taste and define.  
(Handout modified from Anti-Bias Education, Chapter 5). 
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Artifacts 
Costumes                 Foods 

Holidays 

Language                   Values 

Extended family relationships              
Migration 

Work (who does what and where) 

Housing arrangements      Community connection 

Intergenerational relationships 

Ideas about education         Health care 

Gender roles      Role of children           

Religion  

                                 Showing emotion                 
Historic events 

The world in 
which you were 
born is just one 
model of 
reality.   
 
Other cultures 
are not failed 
attempts at 
being you:  
They are 
unique 
manifestations 
of the human 
spirit.                                                               
 
Wade Davis, 
anthropologist 

 



 

Gender: 
Sexism 
Unrealistic assumptions  
about boys 
Sexual orientation 
 

 
Aspects of diversity must be respected:  The components of human diversity 

interact and influence children’s well-being, behavior, attitudes and growth. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
   
   
        
 
        
 
 

 

Age: 
Of children 
Of others in family 

Ability: 
Disabilities 
Giftedness 
Typically developing 

Temperament: 
Flexible 
Fearful/Cautious 
Feisty 

 
 Language:   
Home Language 
English language learners 
Tribal language revitalization 

Race/ethnicity: 
Mono-racial 
Multi/biracial 
Tribal identity 

Religion: 
Identity 
Traditions 
Holidays 

Social Class: 
Poor, working class, middle class, owning class 
Income level 
Job(s) of family members; unemployment 

Family History 
Indigenous 
Immigrants/national origin 
Enslavement 
Incarceration 
Holocaust survival 
Etc. 


